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ough; the descriptions are clear and the points in differential 
diagnosis are well contrasted. The illustrations are excellent, 
and there are a number of tables which allow of a rapid review 
and comparison of surgical conditions whose symptoms closely 
simulate each other. The intra-cranial complications of middle 
ear and mastoid suppuration are considered, but why the surgical 
diseases of the middle car and mastoid should be omitted is not 
clearly understood. 

Chapter II takes up the surgical affections of the neck. It 
would seem that here the author many times tends to leave out 
the ordinary subjective symptoms which the patient feels, and 
does not dwell sufficiently long upon the previous history of the 
patient, seldom speaking of the course of the disease and the 
changes which may take place from time to time as the disease 
progresses. The thorax, abdomen, extremities and spine are 
taken up in detail. 

Chapter VII is devoted to post-operative complications; the 
last chapter, to methods of examination. The section upon cystos¬ 
copy and ureteral catheterism was written by Dr. Gustav 
Kolischer. The illustrations of cystoscopes show the types of 
cystoscopes in use twenty years ago by Brunner and Nitzc; these 
instruments have long since become obsolete, more useful ones 
having been invented by American surgeons. The book is very 
well written, is well illustrated, and is by far the best work that 
has yet appeared on the subject of surgical diagnosis. 

Paul M. Pilcher. 

Manual of Operative Surgery. By John Fairbairn Binnie, 
A.M., C.M. (Aberdeen); Professor of Surgery Kansas 
State University, Kansas City. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s 
Son & Co. 1907. The first edition of this book was thor¬ 
oughly reviewed in Vol. XLII, 1905, of the Annals of 
Surgery. Within two years two editions have been ex¬ 
hausted the present being the third revised edition. 

The Manual is unique in the field of operative surgery; the 
name which has been given to it, describes it. It is rare that a 
surgeon writing such a book can resist the temptation of giving 
the etiology, the symptomatology and often his personal prefer¬ 
ences in the treatment of surgical affections, but this has been 
accomplished in the present work. A description of the opera- 
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tions on the female pelvic organs, on the arteries, on bones and 
on joints arc omitted. Each chapter takes lip a certain surgical 
condition and the most practical operations for the relief of that 
condition arc given. All antiquated methods are omitted. The 
descriptions are clear, short and well illustrated, in many places 
illustrations take the place of lengthy descriptions. Some chap¬ 
ters close with well-chosen remarks by tile author containing his 
own preferences and advice resulting from his own experience. 
The book is a very serviceable one and is designed for practical 
use by the surgeon. 

Paul M. Pilcher. 

The Technic of Modern Operations for Hernia. By Alex¬ 
ander Hugh Ferguson, M.B., C.M., F.T.M.S. Professor 
of Clinical Surgery, Medical Department of the University 
of Illinois; Professor of Surgery at the Chicago Post- 
Graduate Medical School, Chicago, Ill. Illustrated by re¬ 
productions of original drawings from the author’s collection. 
Chicago, Cleveland Press, 1907. 

The text of Ferguson’s book is divided into two parts, Part 
I giving the general considerations, classification, indications for 
operation, aseptic and surgical technique, complications of hernia, 
and the results of operations for hernia. Part II is devoted 
entirely to operations for the cure of hernia. 

The work presents only the surgical phase of the subject; 
while omitting discussions of etiology, symptoms and diagnosis, 
some space is given to the causes leading up to and predisposing 
to hernia. The author has had a wide experience in the treatment 
of hernia and naturally preference is given to the expression 
of his own ideas concerning the proper methods of preparing 
for and operating upon hernia. At the same time he quotes freely 
from the literature and faithfully describes tbe operations of 
other men. The illustrations are clear and good, but are not well 
distributed throughout the book, seldom appearing opposite the 
text which they illustrate. The author goes into detail in treating 
of the various suture materials, the methods of preparing the 
patient, and makes throughout many pertinent remarks relative 
to the personal equation on the part of the surgeon. He prefers 
antiseptic to aseptic catgut. His methods of preparing the patient 
for operation arc very good and show that he considers simplicity 



